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Read each title in the Word Box. Read the main idea sentences. Match the titles and 
sentences. Write a title from the box inside the shell that matches each sentence.

Restating Main Ideas  13  

Name _______________________________________________ Date ______________

Sorting Shells

1 2

3 4

Remember, titles can give you clues to the main ideas in stories or articles. 
You can often use titles to find main ideas and help you write summaries.

When Clams Open Moving Day for Hermit Crabs

Baby Turtles Growing Snails

Sum
m

ary and Inference • 1–2 ©
 2007 Creative Teaching Press

A turtle is born in 
its shell.

_________________________

_________________________

A hermit crab 
leaves its shell when 

it gets too big.

_________________________

_________________________

A snail’s shell grows 
over time.

_________________________

_________________________

A clam only opens its 
shell to take in food 

and water.

_________________________

_________________________
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36  Making Inferences Practice
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Name _______________________________________________ Date ______________

Letter from Camp
Read the letter. Use what you already know and clues from the text and pictures to 
decide what the author means.

  July 17, 2006
Dear Mom and Dad,

 I am writing from camp to tell you that I miss you. The 
food is terrible. The mosquitoes are as big as birds. The 
cabin is hot, and the lake is freezing. My camp T-shirt is 
torn. The store ran out of candy. 

                                Love from your crabby child,

  

Read each sentence. Write Yes next to three ideas that you can infer from 
Henry’s letter.

  ____________ Henry is homesick.
  
  ____________ Henry loves camp.

  ____________ Henry likes swimming in the lake.

  ____________ Henry wants to go home.

  ____________ Henry is sad.

  ____________ Henry doesn’t like candy.

1

2

3

4

5

6
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