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Introduction

Each book in the Power Practice™ series contains over 100 ready-to-use activity pages to provide
students with skill practice. The fun activities can be used to supplement and enhance what you
are teaching in your classroom. Give an activity page to students as independent class work, or
send the pages home as homework to reinforce skills taught in class. An answer key is provided
for quick reference.

The practical and creative activities in the science series provide the perfect way to help students
develop the science process skills of observing, sorting, classifying, comparing, and analyzing.

Science 3-4 provides activities that illustrate and explain concepts in life science, earth science,
and physical science, and the topics covered correlate with current science standards. Use the
reproducible activity pages to enrich students’ study of these key topics:

e Biomes and Ecosystems

e Animals and Adaptations

e Oceanography

e Plants and Adaptations

e Natural Resources

e Geology

e Astronomy

e Electricity and Magnetism

e Light Energy

* Heat Energy

e Chemistry

Use these ready-to-go activities to “recharge” skill review and give students the power to succeed!
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What Is a Biome?

BIoMES AND ECOSYSTEMS

The word biome describes a large land area with a particular climate and vegetation.
Each biome can be identified by its temperature and the amount of rainfall it receives.
Desert biomes are hot and very dry. Grassland or prairie biomes are mild and dry.
Hardwood and evergreen forests are cool and moist. Tropical rain forests are described
as hot and very wet. The arctic tundra is very cold and dry.

Forest Tropical Rain Forest

Use the words in the box to complete the sentences. You can use a word more than once.

desert grassland forest tundra rain forest

@ snow covers the frozen ground in the for most of the year.

o You would find cows, sheep, and horses living in a

€ Ajungle is also called a tropical

0 Cactus plants would live in a

o A is a biome that has lots of trees growing in it.
o The climate in a is mild and dry.

o A is the biome that gets the most rain.

0 A biome is hot and has very little rain most of the year.

Life Science 5
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What Is a Food Chain?

BIoMES AND ECOSYSTEMS

Green plants use the sun, air, and water to make food. Animals called herbivores eat the
plants. Some animals eat other animals. They are called carnivores. Other animals, called

omnivores, eat plants and animals. When plants and animals die, small organisms called
decomposers cause their remains to decay. This process of who is eating whom is called
a food chain.

Look at the picture. Follow the directions to mark the picture and answer the questions.
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o Color the food makers (producers) green.
@ Circle the herbivore.
o Draw an X on the carnivore.

0 Where are most decomposers found? Circle one:  air water soil

6 Life Science
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food Chain Crossword Puzzle

BIoMES AND ECOSYSTEMS

Complete the crossword puzzle. Use the words from the box for help.

decomposer carnivore environment consumer omnivore prey
producer herbivore air sun earth
6
2 3
1 5 7
8
4 9
10
Across Down
1. A green plant that makes the food 1. An animal that is hunted for food
4. What all animals need to breathe 2. Second step in a food chain; the role of

8. The planet we live on animals

9. An animal that eats plants and meat Source of energy for the food chain

10. An animal that eats plants All of our surroundings

An animal that eats other animals

Part of the food chain that causes dead
plants and animals to decay

Nouw

Life Science 7



Name Date

Food Webs

BIoMES AND ECOSYSTEMS

The sun, water, soil, and air are nonliving parts of an ecosystem. All the plants and animals
are the living parts. Within any ecosystem there will be several different food chains. Many

of these food chains overlap and interact. We call these overlapping food chains food
webs. Parts of the food web depend on other parts.

Look at the picture. Follow the directions to mark the picture and answer the questions.
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o Draw a line from the sun to two producers.
o Name 3 animals that eat the plants: , '
o Put a v by all the things that need water.
o The chickens and cows depend on the to take care of

them. In return, they provide food for him to eat.

o Circle the animal that can give the farmer food and wool.
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Deserts

BIoMES AND ECOSYSTEMS

A desert is a hot, dry biome that receives 10 inches (25.4 cm) or less of rainfall a year.
Plants and animals that live in a desert have to be adapted to living with very little

water. Cactus plants store water in their stems. Their leaves are small spines. Some desert
animals sleep during the day and come out at night when it is cooler.

Look at the pictures and complete the descriptions.
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@ ' am a very tall cactus that can store water
inside my stem. | am a

o | have big ears, which give off heat to cool
me off as | hop very fast. | am a

| like to run instead of fly. | eat lizards and
snakes. | am a

| hunt at night and howl to call my friends.
lam a

| am a small cactus that makes a fruit that

looks like a pear. | am a

©@ © & ©

| get my name because | can jump very high. | can
go a long time without drinking water. | am a

Life Science
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Tropical Rain Forests

BIoMES AND ECOSYSTEMS

Most tropical rain forests are found near the equator. These forests are hot all year long
and receive at least 90 inches (229 cm) of rain a year. A tropical rain forest grows in layers.

The tallest trees stick out above the canopy. The understory is home to smaller trees. The
forest floor is shady. There are more kinds of plants and animals in a tropical rain forest
than in any other biome.

Read each statement. Write T if the statement is true or F if it is false.

o Many birds live in the canopy layer.

The forest floor is very sunny.

Emergent Layer

Tropical rain forests are always
hot and humid.

Tropical rain forests are always green.

Vines and orchid plants grow on
tropical tree branches.

Canopy Layer

Some animals live in the trees and

never descend to the ground.

We can eat a lot of the fruits that
grow in a tropical rain forest.

Understory

Tropical rain forests are the wettest biome.

o
(3]
(4
(5]
(6]
(1)
(8

Most tropical rain forests are found in
the far northern parts of the earth.

(10) Many animals we see in a zoo really
come from a tropical rain forest.

Forest Floor
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