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Introduction

The Advantage Grammar series for grades 3-8 offers instruction and practice
in key writing skills, including

• grammar and usage
• capitalization and punctuation
• spelling
• writing good sentences
• writing good paragraphs
• editing your work

Take a look at all the advantages this grammar series offers . . .

Strong Skill Instruction
• The teaching component at the top of each lesson 

provides the support students need to work through the 
book independently.

• Plenty of skill practice pages will ensure students master 
essential skills they need to become competent writers.

• Examples, models, and practice activities use content from 
across the curriculum so students are learning about social 
studies, science, and literature as they master writing skills.

Editing Your Work pages provide for mixed practice of skills in a format
that supports today’s process approach to the teaching of writing.

Take a Test Drive pages provide practice 
using a test-taking format such as those included 
in national standardized and
proficiency tests.
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We use colons in writing before an explanation, a long or formal quotation,

or a list. Remember: The words that come before the colon in a sentence must

form a complete sentence on their own.

Besides volcanoes, moving plates also cause another of Earth’s

greatest natural disasters: earthquakes.

The official report contained the following information: “The structural

damage caused by the earthquake was significant.”

Earthquakes happen most often in three regions: China, Japan, and

the west coast of the United States.

Colons are used in many other ways, such as when writing time.

We felt a small earthquake at 9:30 this morning.

Add a colon where it is needed in each sentence.

1. Warning as Earth’s plates move, they cause other changes rocks underneath

the plates heat up.

2. The geologist began his speech with these words “The earthquake measured

7.1 on the Richter scale.”

3. Most deadly earthquakes occur on two continents Asia and North America.

4. Many factors are used to measure earthquakes length, strength, amount of

damage, and number of deaths.

5. Earthquakes can also cause other disasters fires, floods, volcanic eruptions,

and tsunamis (tidal waves).

6. The professor stood up to speak these words “Tremors occur every day, all

over the world, but few do any damage.”

7. After a strong earthquake occurs, a new danger frightens those left alive

aftershocks.

8. Tremors occurred in our city at 400 and 730 yesterday.

A

Using Colons

L E S S O N

CHANGING

EARTH

4
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Continue reading and editing Brian’s report on Living in Hawaii.

15) Hawaii is the youngest state. 16) It became a state less than fifty years

ago! 17) That means that it was still a territory when Pearl Harbor was bombed.

18) Hawaii is so far from the rest of the United States, it isn’t even on some

U.S.A. maps. 19) It takes a long time to get to Hawaii. 20) From the closest

airport, Los Angeles Airport, it takes almost six hours. 21) Since we were moving

from Boston, Massachusetts, we first had to fly across the country. 22) We

changed planes in Chicago, so it took 15 hours to go from Boston to Hawaii!

23) But once we were there, it was worth it. 24) Hawaii has a tropical

climate. 25) This means that it is always warm. 26) Even in the winter, it never got

colder than 50°. 27) We could swim almost year-round. 28) Being on islands,

Hawaiians seem to live at the ocean. 29) People in Hawaii like to swim, surf,

snorkel, and boat.1. Combine two sentences from the first paragraph into one sentence.2. What is the appositive in sentence 20 and what does it rename or explain?

3. Find the sentence in the last paragraph that is missing a comma. Add the

comma and circle it.
4. Write the words from sentence 25 in alphabetical order.5. Which sentence is the topic sentence for the first paragraph?

B
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Sarah wrote a report comparing a book and its movies. Help her analyze and edit

her report. Read the report and answer the questions that follow.

Freaky Friday—the Book and the Movies

1) Ever sense I saw the movie Freaky Friday I wanted to read the book. 2) Then I

found out that there was also another movie. 3) It was out when my mom was my age.

4) So I studied all three versions. 5) It was good I did, because all three versions were

so different from each other.

6) The book and the first movie have little in common—accept for the fact that

Mary Rodgers wrote both of them! 7) The book was more calm than the movie. 8) But

it did have some crazy parts. 9) Still, there was no water-skiing through the boss’s tent

in the book. 10) But the book and the movie had the same characters and the same

beginning.1. Which statement is true about sentence 1?

A It should be combined with sentence 2.

B The movie title should be in quotation marks, not underlined.

C The word sense should be replaced with the word since.

D Nothing should be changed, it is perfect.

2. Which two sentences in the first paragraph should be combined?

F sentences 1 and 2
H sentences 3 and 4

G sentences 2 and 3
J sentences 4 and 5

3. Which word from the first paragraph is NOT a transition?

A Then

C It

B So

D because

4. What is true about the word accept in sentence 6?

F It should be replaced with the word except.

G It is part of a transition.

H It should be replaced with the word acceptest.

J It is part of a prepositional phrase.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Fill in the bubble beside the correct answer.

Take a Test Drive

L E S S O
N

40
BOOKS AND
LITERATURE



Participles are forms of verbs that can act as adjectives.  They describe the 
words they modify by conveying a sense of action or a way of being.  

The flag flutters in the breeze.     The fluttering flag is red, white, and blue.

The confused student read Benjamin Franklin’s Pennsylvania Gazette.

Present participles end in -ing to convey current time. 
When the student reads Franklin’s Pennsylvania Gazette, he says, 
“It is confusing.”

Past participles usually end in -ed to convey past time. 
The frustrated student read Franklin’s Pennsylvania Gazette again.

Perfect participles are formed by combining present and past participles to 
convey action taken over a length of time in the past.

Having published the Pennsylvania Gazette for many years, Benjamin 
Franklin retired.

Although they act as adjectives, participles are still verb forms and can be 
used with adverbs and objects, and they can form phrases.

Moving aggressively, Franklin wrote about current issues in his Gazette.
Seizing the moment, Franklin wrote about controversies.

Tips:  When you use participles, you add expression and depth to your 
writing.  You also help clarify your meaning, thereby enhancing your reader’s 
ability to understand you.  
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Draw a line from the underlined participle to the noun or pronoun it describes 
or modifies.  

1. Experimenting with science, Franklin created the lightening rod.

2. Franklin, participating as a delegate at the Constitutional Convention, did not

agree with many of the others’ stated ideas.

3. Advocating for a presidential committee instead of a single executive, Franklin 

voiced his opinion.

A

Using Participles to Modify and DescribeL E S S O N

THE MEN BEHIND
THE LEGENDS:
JEFFERSON,

FRANKLIN, AND
ADAMS

1



Complete the sentences with the present or past participle of the verb in italics.

1. The work exhausted Franklin and the delegates.  It was 
work.

2. The delegates were exhausted. The delegates 
kept working.

3. The news of Washington’s election surprised Franklin.  It was

news.

Complete the sentence with the present or past participle of the verb in 
parentheses.

1)  My father was a delegate to the Constitutional Convention in the (thrive)

city of Philadelphia.  2)  I traveled with my (excite) 

mother and father to the great city, and my father was 

able to get us into the hall.   3) I watched quietly, (thrill) 

to see famous men like Franklin.  4)  As the (preside) 

officer, George Washington was popular.  5) In school, my teacher read to us from 

Franklin’s (interest) work, Poor Richard’s Almanack.

6) He is certainly a (fascinate) and (respect)

man!

Rewrite the sentence so that the word that is modified comes right after the
participle phrase.

1. Challenging to all of us, we were awed by Franklin’s words.

D

C

B
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Circle the correct form of the verb for each sentence.  

1. History, law, literature, architecture, science, and philosophy (  was  were  ) of 
interest to Thomas Jefferson.

A

Compound Subject/Verb AgreementL E S S O N

For subjects joined by and, use a plural verb.
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and John Adams are founding 
fathers.

For subjects joined by or and nor, the verb agrees with the subject closest to it.
John Adams or Thomas Jefferson is worthy of further study.

A representative or delegates are eligible to speak at the 
Constitutional Convention.

For subjects joined by either…or and neither…nor
• if the compound subject is created with singular words, use a singular verb.  

Neither Benjamin Franklin nor Thomas Jefferson is alive today.
• if a compound subject is created with plural words, use a plural verb. 

Either visitors or students are able to access their speeches.
• if a compound subject is created with both singular and plural words, the 
verb must agree with the subject closest to it.

Neither the teacher nor the students are free to attend the workshop.

Either the students or the teacher is free to attend the workshop.

Insider’s Tips
• When each, every, many a, or many an come before subjects joined by 
and, use a singular verb.
• As well as, together with, in addition to, besides, including, and along 
with are not conjunctions.  They are modifiers—they do not connect, and they 
do not create compound subjects.  
• Don’t be confused by phrases or clauses inserted between your subject 
and verb!

THE MEN BEHIND
THE LEGENDS:
JEFFERSON,

FRANKLIN, AND
ADAMS

2



7

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Advantage Grammar Grade 8 © 2005 Creative Teaching Press

2. Neither his aristocratic background nor his European travels 
( explain  explains  ) Jefferson’s development as a revolutionary.

3. His parents and his professors at the College of William and Mary 
( play  plays  ) a role in his growth and outlook, too.

4. The Enlightenment and the French Revolution (  need  needs  ) to be added to 
the list of philosophies and events that had an impact on Jefferson.

5. Neither his writing nor his presidency (  express  expresses  ) the true measure  
of the man.

6. His interest in the American West and his American-French relations 
( prompt  prompts  ) his purchase of vast lands from France.

7. With Jefferson’s blessing, William Clark and Meriwether Lewis (  set  sets  ) 
out to explore these lands west of the Mississippi.

8. Each explorer and leader (  predict  predicts  ) a successful journey, but neither 
Clark nor Lewis (  speak  speaks  ) about the trials they will face.  

9. Foreign policy and a long-term relationship with a slave (  taint  taints  ) 
Jefferson’s legacy.

10. Worship and belief (  was  were  ) sponsored by the state until Jefferson's 
Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom became law.  

Select the proper form of the verb and complete the sentence.

1. Neither Franklin nor Jefferson (  promote  promotes  )

2. Either the senator or the mayors (  travel  travels  ) 

3. Adams and Jefferson (  believe  believes  ) 

4. Jefferson as well as Franklin (  draft  drafts  ) 

5. Many a rumor and a myth (  destroy  destroys  ) 

B




