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Introduction

The Advantage Grammar series for grades 3-8 offers instruction and practice
in key writing skills, including

• grammar and usage
• capitalization and punctuation
• spelling
• writing good sentences
• writing good paragraphs
• editing your work

Take a look at all the advantages this grammar series offers . . .

Strong Skill Instruction
• The teaching component at the top of each lesson 

provides the support students need to work through the 
book independently.

• Plenty of skill practice pages will ensure students master 
essential skills they need to become competent writers.

• Examples, models, and practice activities use content from 
across the curriculum so students are learning about social 
studies, science, and literature as they master writing skills.

Editing Your Work pages provide for mixed practice of skills in a format
that supports today’s process approach to the teaching of writing.

Take a Test Drive pages provide practice 
using a test-taking format such as those included 
in national standardized and
proficiency tests.

4

Advantage Grammar Grade 3 © 2005 Creative Teaching Press

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Circle the noun or nouns in each sentence. 

1. Meriwether Lewis and William Clark went on a famous journey.

2. Meriwether Lewis was a friend of the president.

3. His name was Thomas Jefferson.

4. William Clark was a soldier.

5. They started in St. Louis.

6. It would be a very long trip.

7. The group first traveled by boat.

8. Lewis and Clark felt a great excitement.

A

Understanding Nouns

L E S S O N

A noun is a person, place, thing, or idea.

person: explorer

place: forest

thing: canoe

idea: happiness

Nouns are often preceded by a, an, the, that, and this.

a forest

that mountain

an explorer

this river

the canoe

Nouns can be singular (one person, place, thing, or idea) or plural

(more than one person, place, thing, or idea).

LEWIS AND

CLARK

1
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Jaime wrote an essay about grasslands. Help him revise and edit his work. 

Read Jaime’s essay and follow the directions.
Grasslands of the World

1) The world’s grasslands are among its most important regions. 2)

Grasslands are habitats for many different animals and plants. 3) A habitat is the

place where a living thing is normally found. 4) Large grasslands can be found in

North America, Asia, and South America. 5) One of the best-known grasslands are the

savannas of southern Africa.

6) The savanna is home to many large animals, it is home to smaller ones, too. 7)

These include elephantes, giraffes, lions, ostrichs, rhinoceroses, and hyenas. 8) What is

the reason for this? 9) The main reason is that the savanna has many different plants.

10) The different animals of the savanna eat different plants 11) They share the avail-

able food. 12) Some animals eat grass, while others eat leaves. 13) Some eat young

grasses, while others eat taller grasses. 14) Of course, animals like the lion don’t even

eat plants. 15) Eat plant-eating animals! 16) The variety of food sources allows many

different animals to live in the savanna.

1. Two plural nouns are misspelled in sentence 7. What are the correct spellings?

2. What mistake does sentence 6 contain? How would you correct it?  

3. What compound word occurs several times in the essay? 

4. What mistake does sentence 15 contains? How would you correct it? 

A

Editing your work is an important step in the writing process. Many tests ask

you to show what you know about editing.

Editing Your Work

L E S S O
N

OURCHANGING 
ENVIRONMENT
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Daniel’s favorite planet is Pluto. So he was happy when he was assigned this subject

for a  class report . Help him revise and edit his report. Read the report and answer

the questions that follow.1) Until 1930, people thought there were only eight planets in the solar 

system. 2) Then, a man named Clyde Tombaugh gazzed into his telescope. 3) 

Way past Neptune, he saw a dark shape. 4) What could it be? 5) This was the 

smallest planet, Pluto! 
6) Pluto is very hard to see, even with a telescope. 7) One reason is that it is 

dark all the time. 8) How did the planet gets its name? 9) Because it is so far 

away and so dark, it is nammed for the Roman god of the underworld.

1. Sentence 2 needs to be corrected. How would you correct it?

A Then, a man named Clyde Tombaugh gazzed into his telescope?

B Then, a man nammed Clyde Tombaugh gazzed into his telescope.

C Then, a man named Clyde Tombaugh gazed into his telescope.

D Then, a man named Clyde Tombaugh gazzed into his telescope?

2. Which statement is true about the first paragraph?

F It contains an interrogative

H It is not in indented style.

sentence.G It does not contain a

J It contains a mistake in 

declarative sentence.

subject/verb agreement.

3. Sentence 8 needs to be corrected. How would you correct it?

A How did the planet gets its name.
C How didd the planet gets its name?

B How did the planet get its name?
D How did the planet gets its namme?

4. A word is misspelled in sentence 9. How should the sentence be corrected?

F Because it is so far away and so dark, it is nammed four the Roman god of the underworld.

G Becose it is so far away and so dark, it is nammed for the Roman god of the underworld.

H Because it is so far away and so dark, it is named for the Roman god of the underworld.

J Because it is so far awey and so dark, it is nammed for the Roman god of the underworld.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Fill in the bubble beside the correct answer.

Take a Test Drive

L E S S O
N

24
THE SOLAR SYSTEM
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Circle the noun or nouns in each sentence. 

1. Meriwether Lewis and William Clark went on a famous journey.

2. Meriwether Lewis was a friend of the president.

3. His name was Thomas Jefferson.

4. William Clark was a soldier.

5. They started in St. Louis.

6. It would be a very long trip.

7. The group first traveled by boat.

8. Lewis and Clark felt a great excitement.

A

Understanding NounsL E S S O N

A noun is a person, place, thing, or idea.
person: explorer
place: forest
thing: canoe
idea: happiness

Nouns are often preceded by a, an, the, that, and this.
a forest that mountain
an explorer this river
the canoe

Nouns can be singular (one person, place, thing, or idea) or plural
(more than one person, place, thing, or idea).

LEWIS AND
CLARK

1
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Read the clue. Then write in the correct noun.

1. Native American 

2. large, furry animal that lives in a forest 

3. very dry place 

4. tool for cutting down trees 

5. opposite of sadness 

Find 14 nouns in the word search. Write each noun you find on the lines
below. Words can be down or across.

E C L N O I S E
A O P I A F Z C
G U X G V E A T
L R Q H N A H B
E A S T A R I W
D G U I D E O O
J E H O R S E L
F O R E S T L F

C

B
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Circle the verb in each sentence.

1. Lewis and Clark are famous American explorers.

2. St. Louis sits on the Mississippi River.

3. The Missouri River is often very muddy.

4. Our class studies geography and history.

5. Different plants grow in different regions.

6. The wind blows hard just before a storm.

7. I dream about the camping trip.

8. My family recycles paper and plastic.

9. The Missouri River flows from east to west.

10. The Lewis and Clark expedition began in 1803.

11. I like to paddle a canoe.

12. Spending time outdoors is fun.

A

Understanding VerbsL E S S O N

A verb is a word that shows action.

Horses eat hay.  Hawks fly high in the air.  Snow falls on the mountain tops.

Some special verbs show a state or condition of something.

Apples are red, green, or yellow.  Martin is my cousin.

LEWIS AND
CLARK

2
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________
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Complete each sentence by adding a verb.

1. Montana a beautiful state.

2. Many wild animals in the Rocky Mountains.

3. To find their way, explorers at maps.

4. They must also many dangers.

5. Nights in the mountains very cold.

Write a sentence about mountains using each verb.

1. grow 

2. runs 

3. camp 

4. are 

5. fly 

C

B
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Complete sentences have subjects and predicates. 
Lewis and Clark kept journals. The great explorers also drew maps. 

subject        predicate       subject        predicate

Sentences sometimes have prepositional phrases. A preposition shows how
a noun or pronoun relates to other words in the sentence. 

Lewis and Clark kept journals during their journey.

subject        predicate        phrase

The great explorers also drew maps of their travels.

Circle the subject and underline the predicate of each sentence. 

1. Sacagawea was a Shoshone woman.

2. She helped Lewis and Clark.

3. The difficult journey lasted several years.

4. Lewis and Clark became heroes.

5. The two men received important government jobs.

A

Phrases and Complete SentencesL E S S O N

LEWIS AND
CLARK

3
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Each sentence contains a phrase in addition to a subject and predicate. 
Underline the phrase in each sentence.

1. President Thomas Jefferson bought a large amount of land.

2. In 1803, the United States bought the land.

3. The land belonged to France.

4. It included the important port of New Orleans. 

5. Jefferson sent Lewis and Clark across the continent.

Look at the underlined part of each sentence. On the line, write subject if the 
underlined part is the subject. Write predicate if the underlined part is the 
predicate. Write phrase if the underlined part is a phrase.

1. Sacagawea was married to a Canadian trapper named Charbonneau.

2. She journeyed with the explorers for many thousands of miles. 

3. The group traveled deeper into North Dakota. 

4. Once, their boat tipped over on the Missouri River. 

5. Sacagawea gathered all the bags. 

6. Charbonneau and Sacagawea took their baby on the trip. 

7. The Native American guide was able to talk to the different tribes. 

8. Today, her picture is on the dollar coin. 

C

B
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Add the correct punctuation mark at the end of each sentence.  

1. There were about 40 people in the Lewis and Clark Expedition 

2. Do you know what an expedition is 

3. An expedition is a long trip with a goal 

4. Were Lewis and Clark both from Virginia 

5. Yes, they were both Virginians 

6. Was Virginia one of the thirteen original colonies 

7. Look out, Captain Lewis 

8. There’s a bear behind that rock 

9. Don’t worry 

10. The members of the expedition got safely away from the bear 

A

End-of-Sentence PunctuationL E S S O N

Every sentence must end with a punctuation mark. A sentence that makes a 
statement ends with a period.

The Lewis and Clark journey lasted almost three years.

A sentence that asks a question ends with a question mark.

Did they spend the winter in Oregon?

A sentence that expresses strong emotion ends with an exclamation point.

My goodness, they were brave!

A sentence that makes a command ends with a period or an exclamation point.

Please tell us about Sacagawea.

Don’t touch that snake!

LEWIS AND
CLARK

4
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Read each sentence. If the sentence uses the correct end mark, write a C on the 
line. If it uses an incorrect end mark, cross out the incorrect mark and write the 
correct end mark on the line.

1. Did you know that Meriwether Lewis was an expert hunter. 

2. They hunted game and caught fish during the journey. 

3. William Clark made most of the group’s maps. 

4. His older brother was George Rogers Clark, a Revolutionary War general?

5. Are you surprised to learn that Clark was a good artist? 

6. His drawings of animals and plants were very helpful to scientists. 

7. Lewis and Clark worked together well! 

8. Just think of the dangers they overcame together? 

9. The travelers returned to St. Louis on September 23, 1806? 

10. Imagine the tremendous excitement! 

Lewis and Clark spent much of their journey walking through woods and 
forests. Write four sentences about a walk in the woods. Use each kind of
end-of-sentence punctuation.

C

B
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