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Introduction

The Advantage Reading Series for grades K–2 is shaped and influenced by current research 
findings in literacy instruction grounded in the federally mandated No Child Left Behind Act. It
includes the following five key skill strands: 
• phonemic awareness • reading fluency
• phonics/structural word analysis • reading comprehension
• vocabulary development
This series offers strong skill instruction along with motivational features in an easy-to-use format. 

Take a look at all the advantages this reading series offers . . . 

Varied Reading Selections

Fiction and Nonfiction
Meaningful reading experiences are
offered across a variety of reading
genres. Each story selection builds 
on high-frequency words, content
vocabulary, and skills introduced in the
section. The reading selection at the
end of each unit can be removed from
the workbook and folded into a mini-book. 

Graphic Information
Graphic information reading selections include charts, graphs,
labels, maps, and recipes. These types of reading opportunities
help students hone real-life reading skills. 
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Playtime

Kerplunk!
Frog sleeps on a bench.
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Frog hops on a swing.“I like to hop,” says Frog. Frog digs in a sandbox. “I like to dig,” says Frog.
5

2 Frog runs to a playground. Frog spins on a merry-go-round.“I like to spin,” says Frog.
7

4

Playtime

1

My Town
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Nameefghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh Graphic Information: Charts
Use the chart to answer the questions.

Details
Bike

Car
Bus

2 wheels
4 wheels
Windows
Gets people to work
Gets people to school
Riders wear helmets

Which vehicle has two wheels? efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghHow do people get to school? efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghWhich vehicles have windows? efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghHow are cars and buses the same? efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghefghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 
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Introduction

High-Frequency Words
A word list is included for an overview of the words a
student should easily recognize at each grade level and
that are used in the reading selections throughout the
workbook. For extra practice, prepare flashcards of the
words on the list for students to practice recognizing
and reading quickly.  This will help students develop a
solid bank of sight words on which they can rely and
that are automatic.

Fluency Practice
Reading fluency is the ability to read with expression,
intonation, and a natural flow that sounds like talking.
Fluency is essential for comprehension because the lack 
of it results in choppy, robotic reading that stands in the 
way of making sense out of a phrase or sentence. 

Writing
Reading and writing are partner skills. Students are
given opportunities to transfer their newly learned 
reading skills to authentic writing opportunities. 

Extensions and Real-Life Applications
Each unit ends with a “More Things to Do” page that
includes suggestions for hands-on experiences that
extend the theme. A list of books is also included for
further study and enjoyment of the unit’s theme. 

Answer Key
Pages, with the answers completed, are reproduced 
in a miniature format at the back of the book to make 
checking answers quick and easy.

5

Grade One Word List

again

ate

because

blue

came

could

did

every

fly

fun

going

had

hat

here

his

how

it’s

I’ve

know

let 

little

lot

man

maybe

more

name

nice

open

our

page

part

play

push

sad

saw

set

sit

soon

sun

than

their

them

think

too

under

use

was

way

what

where

will

yes

as

away

bed

boy

car

dad

dot

find

four

get

good

hand

have

her

home

if

I’ll

jump

last

letter

live

love

many

men

mother

new

now

once

other

people

picture

please

put

said

say

shop

six

stop

take

thank

they

then

three

top

very

want

well

went

white

why

with

you’ll

ask

ball

black

brown

come

day

eat

five

from

give

green

has

help

him

house

I’m

into

just 

left

like

look

make

may

might

must

next

off

old

one

over

place

pretty

ride

sat

school

side

some

story

tell

that

there

this

time

us

walk

water

were

when

who

words

yellow

zoo
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Nameefghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 
Fluency: Echo ReadRead the poem with a friend.Read one line at a time.Echo or repeat each line.Decide who reads first.

Three big cats sitting on a rock.One big cat runs away.Bye-bye big cat.

Two big cats sitting on a rock.One big cat runs away.Bye-bye big cat.

One big cat sitting on a rock.One big cat runs away.Bye-bye big cat.

No more big cats!

At the Zoo

Read it again.
Use your hands to show the actions.How will you show the big cats resting? How will you show the big cats running away?Places to Eat

Advantage Reading Grade 2 © 2004 Creative Teaching Press
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Nameefghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh Comprehension: Asking Questions
Look at the pictures.Write one question about each picture.

efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh

efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh

efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh

[baker stirring a mixture in a large bowl]

78
Advantage Reading Kindergarten © 2004 Creative Teaching Press

Make a poster of things you might see at a firestation. Label your pictures. Say the name ofeach picture slowly to help hear all the letters.Ask for help to spell the words. 

Use shoe boxes and empty spools to
make fire trucks. Paint your fire truck
with bright colors. Don’t forget to
write the name of the fire depart-
ment on both sides of your truck.

Learn about important sounds to listen
for in case of an emergency. What
sound does a fire truck make? What
about a smoke alarm? Find out what
you need to do to keep safe if you

hear these sounds.

Check out these books. 
A Day in the Life of a Firefighter by

Linda Hayward (DK Publishing)
Even Firefighters Hug Their Moms by

Christine Kole MacLean (Dutton)
Fire! by Beth Sycamore (Pleasant

Company)

Firefighters A to Z by Chris Demarest(Margaret McElderry)

1

2

3

More Things to Do
Plan a trip to your local fire station. Write down a listof questions to ask the firefighters. Find out about thedifferent tools firefighters use. Look for details at thefire station. How many trucks do you see? How manyhelmets? What colors are the trucks? Here are moreactivities you can do.

Great Job! Hot!
Next is

backyard
fun!

Name efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh
Firefighters
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Kindergarten Word List

a 

an

at

but

do

go

in

me

not

or

ran

see

the

up

all

and

be

by

down

he

is

my

of

out

red

she

to

we

am

are

big

can

for

I

it

no

on

pet

run

so

two

you 
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Tear out the page.

Cut along the dotted line.

Fold both sections 
along the thin line.

Insert the middle section.

1

2

3

4

How to Make the Mini-Books



Name efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh
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Comprehension: Prior Knowledge

Some houses are big.
Some houses are small.
Draw a picture of your house.

efghghghghghghghghghghghghghWhat color is your house?

My House

 



Name efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh
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Phonemic Awareness: Listening for Rhymes

Look at the pictures.
Draw the picture that rhymes.

Draw a picture of something that rhymes with            .[house]

My House
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Name efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh
Phonics: Initial Consonant Cc

C is for cat. 
Write the letters.

Say the name of each picture.

Color the picture if the name begins the same as     [cat]        . 

How many can you find? efghghghgh

My House

efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 
efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 
C
c



Name efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh
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Phonics: Initial Consonant Tt

T is for top. 
Write the letters.

efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 
efghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 
T
t

Say the name of each picture.

Color the picture if the name begins the same as         . 

How many can you find? efghghghgh

My House

 


