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The Calendar and Beyond offers innovative ideas for expanding one of your
most reliable and essential primary-classroom teaching tools—the daily
calendar. Learn how to implement a variety of fun, child-centered activi-
ties that introduce, provide basic practice with, and review key skills and
concepts on a daily basis.

The program outlined in The Calendar and Beyond emphasizes a daily 
routine—a necessity for young students—that adapts to your class as they
develop intellectually throughout the year. Use the sample activities in this
book as building blocks to customize a program that accommodates your
unique teaching style, your curriculum requirements, and the needs of 
your students. Take students beyond a discussion about the days of the
week and implement hands-on activities that encourage them to observe
patterns in their world; explore place value, graphing, and telling time;
decode and generate new words; and recite poetry.

The repetitive, predictable lessons in this book are designed to promote
students’ successful learning and increased self-esteem. Over 30 interac-
tive displays that you can create by following detailed, step-by-step 
directions will attract and hold students’ attention and interest. This
makes introducing and reinforcing basic skills on a daily basis fun and 
motivating for you and your students.

Introduction Introduction
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As you read through the activities, select the ones that are the most meaningful
for your class or those that can be easily adapted to fit your curriculum. Add
and remove activities throughout the year as they become more appropriate for
your students’ ever-changing developmental needs. 

Remember that the calendar isn’t just for the morning anymore! This book
includes interactive activities designed to meet a variety of daily teaching
needs. Choose some lessons to present every morning. Select other activities
that are perfect for transitional times and teachable moments. Implement new
activities for the end of the day or for homework. Use the following descrip-
tions to help you plan which activities to use when in your daily schedule. 

This Is the Way We Start Our Day

Use the activities in this section as the staples of your daily calendar.
Invite your class to sit with you by the calendar first thing every day
to say hello and to “warm up” for another busy day of learning.
Because these lessons are so predictable, they are never too demand-
ing and are always a lot of fun.

This Will Only Take a Minute

Use the math and language activities in this section as mini-lessons
throughout the day or to fill those impromptu, teachable moments.
These lessons are also great for introducing new skills or reviewing
old ones.

Before We Say Good-Bye

Those last few minutes before the bell rings are the perfect time to
use the calendar to review what students learned that day. Use the
activities in this section to ensure that students have something
interesting and meaningful to share with an eager parent who asks
“What did you do today?” 

Now-and-Then Activities

Students will enjoy these activities whether you include them on a
daily basis or only now and again. Each activity features an important
skill that is easy to learn in a lesson or two but is always exciting to
revisit every so often.

You CAN Take It with You

This section shows you how to make adorable, durable learning kits 
that coordinate with your calendar activities. These kits give stu-
dents an opportunity to practice essential math and language arts
skills at home. These activities strengthen the home–school connec-
tion and let students share with family members some of the exciting
things they are doing in your class. 

Customizing Your Calendar Program
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Once you’ve had a chance to review the activities and decide which ones
you want to implement in your classroom, make a sketch of everything 
you want to display on and with your calendar. Think about how to arrange 
all the pieces of your calendar in an organized, inviting display. Pages 6–7
feature a visual reference of all the calendar components described in 
this book.

Use colorful decoratives in your displays to attract and maintain student
interest. Laminate each piece so you can reuse your displays year after year.
The goal of this approach to using the calendar is to get students actively
involved in their own learning, so it is important to include pieces that stu-
dents can manipulate on their own. Place your finished calendar display in
an area where the whole class can comfortably sit and see it with an unob-
structed view.

Decide which parts of the calendar you want to address first thing each
morning and which are best suited for other times in the day. As you make
your calendar the focal point of your classroom and your students become
familiar with their daily routine, they will start to demonstrate knowledge
and skills beyond those you intended to teach!

Getting Started
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a Alphabet Cards page 9
b Left and Right page 96
c Rainbow Writing page 19
d Days of the Week pages 16–17
e Monthly Calendar Patterns page 18
f Word Wall page 73
g Patterned Number Line page 20
h Can You Guess My Number? page 70
i Tally Marks page 21
j Adding Up the Days of the Year page 22
k Penny Pinchers page 24
l “Write” Number of Days in School page 19
m Song for the Monthly Calendar Patterns page 18
n Sign Language of Colors page 27
o Can You Guess My Magic Word? page 75
p Phone Numbers page 95

q Solid of the Month page 71
r Food Fractions page 69
s Estimation Jar page 72
t Odd and Even page 25
u Telling Time with a Sing-Song Rhyme page 66
v Math Workouts page 68
w Helper’s Basket page 8
x Question of the Day page 92
y Classroom Rules page 8
z Look Who Has Lost a Tooth! page 97
aa Let the Countdown Begin page 96
bb Morning Message page 15
cc Daily Graph page 26
dd Weather Wizard page 75
ee Word Wall Motivators page 74
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Make a copy of the Classroom Rules reproducible, or invite the class 
to write their own set of rules, and post the list on the board. In the 
beginning of the year, you will want to read through the rules with your
class on a daily basis. Then, as the year progresses, you may only need 
to review the rules on occasion.

Materials
• Classroom

Rules 
reproducible 
(page 10)

Classroom Rules

Cut a large rectangle from brown butcher paper to create a picnic basket.
Cut a piece of white construction paper in half, write Little Bear Helpers on
it, and glue it along the bottom of the rectangle. Make an enlarged copy
of the Helpers reproducibles, and color each picture. Cut out the pictures,
and glue four pieces on each of the remaining sides of the rectangle (as
shown). 

Laminate the basket, and staple the four corners to your calendar display.
Staple a piece of fabric or colored construction paper over the top side.
Twist a strip of brown butcher paper, and staple it above the rectangle to
make a handle. Make enough copies of the Little Bear reproducible so that
each student has a bear. Write each student’s name on a bear. Cut out the
bears, and invite students to color their cutout. Glue each cutout to a
clothespin, and clip the cutouts to the top of the basket. Each day or
week, choose eight students to perform the jobs listed on the basket, and
clip their bear near their job title.

Materials
• Helpers 

reproducibles
(pages 11–12)

• Little Bear
reproducible
(page 13)

• scissors

• brown butcher
paper

• construction
paper 
(assorted 
colors)

• glue

• crayons or
markers

• stapler

• fabric 
(optional) 

• clothespins

Helper’s Basket

There are a few basic displays that you will want to prepare before you begin
to use your calendar on a daily basis.
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Display a set of preprinted or handwritten alphabet cards across the top
of your calendar display. Choose a set of die-cut shapes, or cut out your
own. You will need 13 die-cuts of one color and/or shape and 13 of another
color and/or shape (e.g., 13 blue kites and 13 green kites or 13 yellow suns
and 13 white moons). Write a number from 1 to 26 on separate die-cuts of
alternating colors (or shapes), and glue them in numerical order to the
bottom corner of the alphabet cards. Use the alphabet cards described in
the activities in this book (e.g., Alphabet Code on page 15), or create your
own activities to help students learn letter recognition and alphabetical
and numerical order. 

Materials
• set of

preprinted or
handwritten
alphabet cards 

• die-cut shapes

• glue

Alphabet Cards

Teach students the song “Good Morning.” Substitute the names of your
students for the boldfaced names in the song. Laminate a copy of the
song, and tape it to a paint stirring stick, a wooden dowel, or a ruler. Have
students sit beside the calendar each morning, and point to each student
when the class sings his or her name in the song.

Materials
• “Good

Morning” song
(page 14)

• tape

• paint stirring
stick, wooden
dowel, or ruler  

Good Morning Song
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1. Quiet mouth

2. Quiet body

3. Eyes watching

4. Ears listening

5. Nice to others

6. Finishing my work

7. Doing my best!

Classroom Rules 
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Helpers

Library Bear

Coat Bear

Paper Bear

Chair Bear
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Helpers 

Weather
Bear 

President
Bear

Flag Bear

Line Leader Bear
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Little Bear
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Good morning, Dustin.
Good morning, Taeun.
Good morning, Cindy.
We’re glad you’re here at school.

Good morning, Kasha.
Good morning, Josh.
Good morning, Madeline.
We’re glad you’re here at school.

Good Morning 
(sing to the tune of “Good Night Ladies”)
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