
About the Build-a-Skill Instant Books Series

The Build-a-Skill Instant Books series features a variety 
of reproducible instant books that focus on important 
reading and math skills covered in the primary classroom. 
Each instant book is easy to make, and once children 
become familiar with the basic formats that appear 
throughout the series, they will be able to make new books 
with little help. Children will love the unique, manipulative 
quality of the books and will want to read them over and 
over again as they gain mastery of basic learning skills!

About Build-a-Skill Instant Books:
Homophones

This book features commonly used homophones in fun 
and easy-to-make instant books. Children will make fl ip 
books, strip books, mini books, and more! As children 
read and reread their instant books, they will improve 
their understanding of homophones and increase their 
vocabulary. For your reference, the homophones that
appear in this book are listed on page 5. 

Refer to the Table of Contents to help with lesson 
planning. Choose instant book activities that fi t with 
current curriculum goals in your regular or ELL classroom. 
Use the instant books to practice skills or introduce new 
ones. Directions for making the instant books appear 
on pages 3 and 4. To use a bookmaking activity as 
homework, provide copies of the directions along with the 
book patterns. 
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Most of the instant books in this resource require only one or two pieces of paper. Copy the pages on 
white copy paper or card stock, or use colored paper to jazz up and vary the formats. Children will love 
personalizing their instant books by coloring them, adding construction paper covers, or decorating them 
with collage materials such as ribbon and stickers. Customize the instant books by adding extra pages or by 
creating your own homophone cards using the reproducibles on pages 10 and 15.

Children can make instant books as an 
enrichment activity when their regular classwork 
is done, as a learning center activity during 
guided reading time, or as a homework 
assignment. Have children place completed 
instant books in their classroom book boxes and
then read and reread the books independently 
or with a reading buddy. After children have 
had many opportunities to read their books in 
school, send the books home for extra
skill-building practice. 

Directions for Making the Instant Books
There are six basic formats for the instant books in this guide. The directions appear below and on the next 
page for quick and easy reference. The directions are written to the child, in case you would like to send the 
bookmaking activities home as homework. Just copy the directions and attach them to the instant book pages.

Flip Books, page 6

Cut out the two fl ip books, word pair cards, and blank word pair cards.1. 

Staple the word pair cards to the “I can read” fl ip book.2. 

Staple the blank word pair cards to the “I can write” fl ip book. 3. 

Practice reading and writing pairs of homophones!4. 

k 6

Use the word cards on pages 7–9 with the instant books on page 6 to introduce the concept 
of homophones. Each card presents a homophone pair and corresponding sentences to 
clarify meanings. Use the word cards on pages 12–14 with the instant book on page 11. 
These cards require children to sort the word cards to create matching pairs. As a rule of 
thumb, 6–10 cards can be easily stapled onto each instant book. 

Hint!

Making and Using the Instant Books

Brandon
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Read-and-Write Book, page 11

Cut out the read-and-write book.1. 

Cut out the word cards and match the homophones.2. 

Staple the cards to the top of the book.3. 

Glue the book to construction paper that is the same size.4. 

Fold the book in half and decorate the cover.5. 

Practice reading the words and writing sentences with them.6. 

Accordion-Fold Book, pages 16, 17, 24, 25

Finish the book by writing the correct words. 1. 

Cut along the solid lines to form two strips.2. 

Glue one strip onto the other where shown.3. 

Fold back and forth along the dashed lines.4. 

Strip Book, pages 18, 19, 22, 23, 29

Finish the book by writing the correct words. 1. 

Cut out the strips, and put them in order.2. 

Staple the book on the left.3. 

Mini Book, pages 20, 21, 28, 30

Underline the two homophones on each page.1. 

Write the homophones on the lines.2. 

Cut out the pages, and put them in order.3. 

Staple the book on the left.4. 

Fold-a-Book, pages 26, 27, 31, 32 

Finish the book by writing the correct word on each line.1. 

Cut along the solid lines.2. 

Fold the book on the dotted lines 3. to make four pages.

Brandon
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The following homophones are presented in this book. They are listed in order of fi rst 
appearance.

Homophone Word List

ate  eight

bear  bare

blew  blue

buy  by

cent  sent

close  clothes

fair  fare

fl ew  fl u

fl ower  fl our

for  four

hair  hare

here  hear

hour  our

know  no

made  maid

meet  meat

one  won

pail  pale

pair  pear

right  write

road  rode

sail  sale

threw  through

allowed aloud

board  bored

break  brake

dear  deer

heal  heel

knew  new

peace  piece

plain  plane

sea  see

sew  so

son  sun

steal  steel

their  there,
   they’re

to  too, two

wear  where

weak  week

wood  would

fi r  fur

stake  steak

tail  tale

cent  scent

wail  whale

ferry  fairy

doe  dough

rose  rows

do  dew

hole  whole

fl ee  fl ea

gnu  new

moose  mousse

horse  hoarse

mail  male

toe  tow

sell  cell

hose  hoes

sore  soar

creak  creek

beach  beech

beet  beat

high  hi

wait  weight

night  knight

peek  peak

or  oar

I’ll  isle

some  sum

seen  scene

herd  heard

build  billed

be  bee

great  grate



6

Bu
ild

-a
-S

ki
ll 

In
st

an
t B

oo
ks

 ●
 H

om
op

ho
ne

s 
●
 2

–3
 ©

 2
0

0
9

 C
re

at
iv

e 
Te

ac
hi

ng
 P

re
ss

Flip Books

Name ________________________

I can read homophones.

Name ________________________

I can write homophones.

S
ta

p
le

 w
o
rd

 c
a
rd

s 
h
er

e.
S
ta

p
le

 b
la

n
k 

ca
rd

s 
h
er

e.
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H
o
m

o
p
h
o
n
es a

re w
o
rd

s th
a
t 

so
u
n
d
 th

e sa
m

e b
u
t h

a
ve d

ifferen
t 

sp
ellin

g
s a

n
d
 m

ea
n
in

g
s.

a
te

eig
h
t

H
e a

te a
n
 a

p
p
le.

I a
m

 eig
h
t yea

rs o
ld

.

b
ea

r
b
a
re

b
lew

b
lu

e
A

 b
ea

r ca
n
 g

ro
w

l.
Th

a
t tree is b

a
re.

Th
e w

in
d
 b

lew
.

M
y jea

n
s a

re b
lu

e.

b
u
y

b
y

cen
t

sen
t

W
e w

ill b
u
y
 so

m
e fo

o
d
.

I w
a
lked

 b
y
 a

 ca
r.

A
 p

en
n
y is o

n
e cen

t.
I sen

t h
er a

 g
ift.

clo
se

clo
th

es
fa

ir
fa

re
W

ill yo
u
 clo

se th
e d

o
o
r?

M
y clo

th
es a

re w
et.

W
e a

te p
o
p
co

rn
 a

t th
e fa

ir.
Th

e b
u
s fa

re is o
n
e d

o
lla

r.
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fl 
ew

fl 
u

fl 
o
w

er
fl 
o
u
r

Th
e 

b
ir

d
 fl

 e
w

 a
w

a
y.

Le
e 

is
 s

ic
k 

w
it
h
 t
h
e 

fl 
u
.

Th
a
t 
fl 

o
w

er
 s

m
el

ls
 s

w
ee

t
W

e 
u
se

 fl
 o

u
r 

to
 b

a
ke

.

fo
r

fo
u
r

h
a
ir

h
a
re

Th
is

 p
re

se
n
t 
is

 f
o
r 

yo
u
.

H
e 

h
a
s 

fo
u
r 

si
st

er
s

S
h
e 

h
a
s 

cu
rl
y 

h
a
ir

.
A

 h
a
re

 h
a
s 

lo
n
g
 e

a
rs

.

h
er

e
h
ea

r
h
o
u
r

o
u
r

Le
a
ve

 t
h
e 

b
o
o
k 

h
er

e.
D

id
 y

o
u
 h

ea
r 

th
a
t 
n
o
is

e?
W

e 
w

a
it
ed

 o
n
e 

h
o
u
r.

W
e 

w
a
ve

d
 t
o
 o

u
r 

d
a
d
.

kn
o
w

n
o

m
a
d
e

m
a
id

I 
d
id

n
’t 

k
n
o
w

 t
h
e 

a
n
sw

er
.

S
h
e 

h
a
s 

n
o
 p

et
s.

Th
e 

b
o
y 

m
a
d
e 

a
 p

ic
tu

re
Th

e 
m

a
id

 d
u
st

ed
 t
h
e 

ro
o
m

.

H
om

op
ho

ne
 P

a
ir

s 
W

or
d 

C
a

rd
s

fl 
ew

fl 
u

fl 
o
w

er
fl 
o
u
r

Th
e 

b
ir

d
 fl

 e
w

 a
w

a
y.

Le
e 

is
 s

ic
k 

w
it
h
 t
h
e 

fl 
u
.

Th
a
t 
fl 

o
w

er
 s

m
el

ls
 s

w
ee

t.
W

e 
u
se

 fl
 o

u
r 

to
 b

a
ke

.

fo
r

fo
u
r

h
a
ir

h
a
re

Th
is

 p
re

se
n
t 
is

 f
o
r 

yo
u
.

H
e 

h
a
s 

fo
u
r 

si
st

er
s.

S
h
e 

h
a
s 

cu
rl
y 

h
a
ir

.
A

 h
a
re

 h
a
s 

lo
n
g
 e

a
rs

.

h
er

e
h
ea

r
h
o
u
r

o
u
r

Le
a
ve

 t
h
e 

b
o
o
k 

h
er

e.
D

id
 y

o
u
 h

ea
r 

th
a
t 
n
o
is

e?
W

e 
w

a
it
ed

 o
n
e 

h
o
u
r.

W
e 

w
a
ve

d
 t
o
 o

u
r 

d
a
d
.

kn
o
w

n
o

m
a
d
e

m
a
id

I 
d
id

n
’t 

k
n
o
w

 t
h
e 

a
n
sw

er
.

S
h
e 

h
a
s 

n
o
 p

et
s.

Th
e 

b
o
y 

m
a
d
e 

a
 p

ic
tu

re
.

Th
e 

m
a
id

 d
u
st

ed
 t
h
e 

ro
o
m

.
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m
eet

m
ea

t
o
n
e

w
o
n

W
e w

ill m
eet a

t n
o
o
n
.

M
o
m

 co
o
ked

 th
e m

ea
t.

S
h
e h

a
s o

n
e b

ro
th

er.
K

elly w
o
n
 a
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rize.

p
a
il

p
a
le

p
a
ir

p
ea

r
I fi lled

 th
e p

a
il w

ith
 sa

n
d
.

H
er h

a
t is p

a
le yello

w
.

I lo
st a

 p
a
ir o

f g
lo

ves.
Th
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ea

r is ju
icy.

rig
h
t

w
rite

ro
a
d

ro
d
e

Y
o
u
r a

n
sw

er is rig
h
t.

Pa
t w

ill w
rite a

 letter
Th

e ro
a
d
 is b

u
m

p
y.

M
eg

 ro
d
e h

er b
ike.

sa
il

sa
le

th
rew

th
ro

u
g
h

Th
e b

o
a
t h

a
s a

 w
h
ite sa

il.
Th

e b
o
o
k is o

n
 sa

le.
S
ta

cey th
rew

 th
e b

a
ll.

W
e ra

n
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e p
a
rk.

m
eet

m
ea

t
o
n
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w
o
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ill m
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n
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