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Kids Can Make a Difference

Save Trees

Using the Reproducibles
What Saves Paper?
As a class, list ways paper might be wasted at home and at school. Record the list on the board. Once the 

list is complete, review it as a class and discuss ways to reduce the amount of paper used. Have students 

work with partners or in small groups to create an alternative solution for several of the paper wasters 

on the list. For example, use cloth instead of paper napkins, send an e-card rather than a traditional 

birthday card, or use both sides of the paper when completing homework assignments. Compile each list 

of solutions into one class list that can be posted in the classroom or sent home as a reminder. Copy the 

reproducible onto a transparency and complete as a whole class informal assessment.

Life in a Tree
Take students on a nature walk around the school grounds before completing 

this reproducible. Encourage students to bring along a clipboard and scrap 

paper and record the insects, birds, and other animals they see living on or 

near trees. Upon returning to the classroom, have students name the creatures 

they saw using the tree and discuss how they were using it (e.g., for shelter, 

food, and safety). Once each animal has been discussed, copy the reproducible 

onto a transparency and discuss the activity with the class.

Additional Activities
Class Paper Count
Integrate a math lesson into this conservation activity. At the beginning of each school day, review the 

schedule with the students. Indicate any lessons that might require paper (e.g., reproduced worksheets, 

scrap paper, or writing paper). Throughout the day for five days, have students track the number of pieces 

of paper they use at school. At the end of the week, determine the total pieces of paper used, and discuss 

any changes that can be made to reduce the amount of paper used in the classroom. Encourage students 

to think of ways to save paper. Compile a list of student ideas on the whiteboard. Then have students 

keep track of the paper they used for another five days, keeping in mind their suggestions for reducing 

paper. Review the results as a class and discuss whether or not reducing the amount of paper affected 

students’ ability to complete their assignments. Decide as a class whether or not to continue using student 

suggestions throughout the year.

Newspaper Mural
Turn old newspapers into works of art. Encourage students to collect old newspapers and bring them to 

class. Give each student a piece of newspaper and some tempera paint. Invite students to paint pictures 

of ways they can help save trees. When the pictures are dry, secure students’ newspapers together and 

mount them on the wall of the classroom to create a mural that shows different ways students can help 

make a difference.
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Name ___________________________________________  Date _____________________

Recycle Dot-to-Dot 
Directions: Connect the dots to see what you can do to help save trees. Color the completed 
picture green.

Name ___________________________________________  Date _____________________

What Saves Paper?
Paper is made from the wood we get from trees. When you waste paper, you are wasting 
trees. Think about what you can do to save paper. This will help save one of our natural 
resources.

Put a ✓ by the ways you can help save paper.

�  ___  Writing on both sides of a sheet of paper

�  ___  Using paper drinking cups that we can throw away

�  ___  Using cloth towels to dry dishes

�  ___  Recycling old newspapers

�  ___  Reusing old glass jars

�  ___  Erasing our mistakes instead of starting over on a new sheet of paper

Name ___________________________________________  Date _____________________

Life in a Tree
You might be surprised to discover all the animals that can live in a tree. They can hide 
under the leaves or between the branches. Some birds build nests in the branches. Other 
animals live in holes in the tree. A tree can be home to many animals.

Look at the picture of the tree. Read each statement. Write T if the statement is true or F if 
it is false.

�  ___  Raccoons build a nest in the tree branches.

�  ___  Bark beetles dig tunnels under the tree bark.

�  ___  Woodpecker babies live in a nest inside a tree.

�  ___  The owl digs a hole in the side of the tree to make a home.

�  ___  Trees can be a good place for an animal to hide.

�  ___  Squirrels live among the tree branches or in a hole in the tree.
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